
by ERIC TUCK-MACALLA,                      
Bay Village Building Director

The City of Bay Village is launching an 
overlay zoning project that will affect 
the retail and commercial districts.

We are working with Jason Russell of Con-
cord Consultants to help put this together; he 
is a professional planner who has worked with 
the City of Lakewood, served as a councilman 
for the City of South Euclid, and is currently 
with developer RMS managing the Van Aken 
District in Shaker Heights.

Russell treated us to an interactive pre-
sentation, introducing the project to the Plan-
ning Commission on Nov. 20. The city will also 

hold a public input meeting at Dwyer Center 
on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m.; and two Plan-
ning Commission meetings open to the public 
on Wednesdays, Jan. 8 and 15, at 7:30 p.m.

The zoning project, called “Stay in 
Bay,” is about building vibrant commercial 
districts that reflect the existing charac-
ter of Bay Village. Updating the building 
guidelines for the commercial districts will 
encourage more retail, additional housing 
options and new community gathering 
spaces that exist in harmony with our resi-
dential neighborhoods. 

This effort will further implement many 
of the goals established by the community in 
the Bay Village Master Plan adopted in 2017.  

“Stay in Bay” is a city-sponsored, com-
munity-led endeavor to determine what the 
residents envision for the long-term develop-
ment of the city’s commercial spaces.

The process will focus on three main com-
mercial, retail and office areas: Wolf at Dover 
Center (the Bay Square area), Dover Center at 
Oviatt (the Dover Junction area), and Clague 
Parkway.

by LESLIE TURNER

The Westlake Town Criers is 
an organization comprised 
of men dedicated to aid and 

assist worthy causes within the City 
of Westlake. Since 1955, the Town 
Criers have been honoring a couple 
that have best served the youth and 
citizens of Westlake in a positive and 
outstanding manner.

This year we would like to honor 
Andrew Mangels and his wife, Chris-

tine. Andrew is the director of West-
lake Porter Public Library. 

He is “over and above” involved 
in the community. He belongs to the 
Westlake Town Criers, the Westlake/
Bay Village Rotary and the Westlake 
Kiwanis. 

He is not just a member in these 
groups but has taken on leadership 
roles. He is a member of the PTA and 
ran Hilliard’s Field Day for years. He 
helped run the Baseball Association.  
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by DIANA PI

On Nov. 19, the American Heart Association 
(AHA) presented the Westlake Fire Depart-
ment with its Mission: Lifeline EMS Gold 

Plus Award for excellence in treating heart attack 
victims.

This marks Westlake’s fifth Gold Award in six 
years. They won a Silver Award in the gap year.

In the case of heart attacks, every minute 
counts. Triage before arrival to the hospital is cru-
cial to survival.

The AHA recommends an EKG in the field 
for all patients with suspicious chest pain. EMS 
needs to alert the nearest cardiac cath lab within 
10 minutes. 

The time from the first EMS contact to the first 
therapeutic intervention in a hospital should be less 
than 90 minutes. The Gold status is awarded for those 
with a 75% compliance rate for two consecutive years.

Westlake has elite team 
of first responders

 See WFD page 2

by JOANNE ROWDEN

On Dec. 7, 1914, Pope Benedict XV 
suggested a temporary hiatus from 
the war for the celebration of Christ-

mas. Although the warring countries did 
not accept the invitation for a cease fire, the 

soldiers in the trenches declared their own 
unofficial truce. 

On Christmas Eve, German and Brit-
ish troops which were fighting in WWI 
joined together in singing Christmas carols 
across the lines. When Christmas morning 
arrived, German soldiers came out from the 
trenches wishing the British troops a Merry 
Christmas! Although the British soldiers 
were concerned that it was a trick, their 
fears were allayed when they saw that the 
German soldiers were not carrying guns. 

Remembering the 
1914 Christmas Truce

 See TRUCE page 2

Bay Village 
eyes building 
code updates

Christine and Andrew Mangels, center, were announced as this year’s 
Mr. & Mrs. Westlake by Town Criers President Dave Turner, left. The 
announcement was part of the city’s annual tree lighting ceremony        
at City Hall, emceed by Ward 1 Councilwoman Lynda Appel, right.

Town Criers name Mr. & Mrs. Westlake

The talented Bay High Choraleers sang Christmas carols as Santa Claus visited with Evie and Daniel 
Distin at the Cahoon Christmas event on Dec. 1 at the Community House. The free, annual event is          
co-sponsored by the Bay Village Historical Society and the Bay Village Kiwanis Club.
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Bay Choraleers and Santa        
launch the Christmas season
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Alexander Kuhn, Senior Director 
of Quality and Systems Improvement 
of AHA, said by working closely, the 
Westlake Fire Department and UH 
St. John Medical Center (SJMC) have 
consistently beat out that goal. Only 
31 Ohio agencies received this distinc-
tion of high-quality care.

Westlake’s Fire Chief Jim Hughes 
said, “[We] provide our best to every-

body – everyday.” He thanked the City 
of Westlake for providing the necessary 
“equipment and support.”

Linda Owen, manager of Cardio-
vascular Services for the Harrington 
Heart & Vascular Institute at SJMC, said 
her team “works with Jim [Hughes] and 
his crew closely ... on a daily basis. Start-
ing with that first phone call, we have 
great success.”

Kuhn reported that in the 10 years 
between 2007 and 2017, there’s a 41% 
decrease in heart attack-related deaths 

in Cuyahoga 
County, which 
translates to 
247 lives saved 
per year.

“Thanks to 
the fire depart-
ment’s EMS 
crew,” Mayor 
Dennis Clough 
said during the 
award presen-
tation, “a lot of 
people are living 
today, celebrating 
Thanksgiving.” 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,100+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
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Free Christmas 
choral celebration 
in Westlake

The Cleveland Ohio Stake of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints will host an evening of 

choral and instrumental Christmas music 
on Sunday, Dec. 15, beginning at 6:00 p.m., 
and the public is cordially invited to attend 
this free holiday event.

Also participating that evening will be 
youth and adult vocalists as well as instru-
mentalists representing the St. Joseph 
Senior Choir.

The performance will take place at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
located at 25000 Westwood Road in West-
lake. Plenty of free parking is available on 
the church site.

Concluding the concert will be a 
robust combined choral performance of 
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” from his 
time-honored work, “Messiah.”

Complimentary refreshments will be 
served following the performances and 
the public is welcome to mix and mingle 
with the musicians while viewing over 
100 nativities from all over the world. MR. & MRS. WESTLAKE from front page    

They, too, came out from the trenches 
and began shaking hands.

In 2014, inspired by the 2005 film, 
“Joyeux Noel,” Christopher Reynolds trav-
eled to Ypres, Belgium, on his own peace 
pilgrimage. In his research, Christopher 
discovered that one place the truce was cel-
ebrated was along the road between Ypres 
and Messines, Belgium. His intention was to 
emulate the courage of all who risked their 
lives for peace in order to build on it in our 
times. He decided to walk and pray on this 
road between Ypres and Messines from Dec. 
24 to the dawning of Christmas day. 

As he walked, Christopher reflected on 
the song “Silent Night” and saw how hope 
expressed in the song was like a prayer that 
had been answered. He realized the start-
ing point for peace on Earth returns again 
each year with the announcement that all 
Creation is no man’s land. Our entire planet 
belongs to all, not just human beings, all 
living beings.

Christmas is a time when our focus is on 
peace and goodwill among men. At this par-
ticular time, peace and goodwill are needed 
to move us from our current divisiveness 
and rhetoric to an understanding that we are 
all in this together. Peace is possible! Chris-
topher Reynold’s prayer is that we gather 
once again in the holy silence. Can we as 
one people sing our hopes together to bring 
forth the beautiful world we wish for future 
generations?

On Friday, Dec. 20, at 7 p.m. Christopher 
Reynolds will present “The 1914 Christmas 
Truce: An Evening of Remembrance” at 
Unity Spiritual Center Westlake located at 
23855 Detroit Road. We will sing, pray, and let 
go of grief and anxiety.  We will celebrate the 
idea that light and peace are the reasons for 
the season. The event is open to the public. 
The suggested love offering is $10, although 
no one will be turned away for financial rea-
sons. Find out more at uscwestlake.org or 
call 440-835-0400 for more information. 

TRUCE from front page    

by DIANA PI

On Nov. 21, Westlake Mayor 
Dennis Clough proudly pre-
sented Kaleb Keenan Cook, 

15, of Elyria Troop 107, with the city 
proclamation for achieving the status 
of Eagle Scout, the highest rank of Boy 
Scouts of America.

To achieve the Eagle rank, Kaleb 
earned 21 merit badges. For his Eagle 
Scout project, he designed, raised 
money for and built a view deck on 
Black River Reservation Days Ramp.

Kaleb is a freshman at Ohio Virtual 
Academy and is taking classes at Lorain 
County Community College through 
the College Credit Plus program to 

work toward an engineer-
ing degree. Kaleb also 
enjoys Judo, sailing, rock 
climbing, bowling and is a 
member of the Black River 
Archery Team in Elyria. 
Next summer, he plans 
to attend Philmont Scout 
Ranch, New Mexico, the 
Boy Scouts of America’s 
premier high adventure 
base. Kaleb said he is now 
committed to help fellow 
scouts on their journeys 
to reach the Eagle rank. 

Kaleb is the son of 
Keenan Cook, a Westlake 
police officer, and Norma 
Cook. 

Proclamation awarded to newly 
minted Eagle Scout Kaleb Cook

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough presented a 
city proclamation to Eagle Scout Kaleb Cook 
at the City Council meeting on Nov. 21.

Andrew coordinates the volun-
teers for Celebrate Westlake. He is 
president of the board of directors 
for Connecting for Kids. He is also on 
the board for the Far West Center. He 
helped start up a group called “Con-
tinuing the Conversation” which 
brings together the police, schools, 
library and nonprofit organizations 
to work on solving the heroin issues in 
town. The list goes on and on.

Andrew and his awesome wife, 
Christine, have raised three wonderful 
children – Alex, Emma and Sarah. In 

addition to all that comes with taking 
children to sports, music lessons, 
school events and “ubering” them to 
friends, Christine is a registered nurse 
who works full-time for Aetna doing 
case management and part-time on 
the Ask-A-Nurse Line for Univer-
sity Hospitals. Without Christine’s 
epic commitment to the homefront, 
Andrew would not have been able to be 
involved with so many opportunities in 
the community.

Thank you, Andrew and Christine 
Mangels, and congratulations! 

WFD from front page    

Westlake firefighter/paramedics Patrick Crawford, left, 
and Eddie Chernisky hold the AHA Gold Plus Award.
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Caring for a loved one during the 
holidays?

Let Lakeside Assisted Living help you!

Your loved one is invited to attend 
an all-day Holiday event!

We will provide music, lunch, crafts, 
cookie decorating, and more while you 

prepare for your holiday.

Friday, December 13, 2019
&

Friday, December 20, 2019
10:00am-4:00pm

This event is FREE! You can come 
for an hour or all day. Whatever you 

need, we will be there to help!

Extended stays available.
Inquire about Respite stays today.

Space is limited. Call today to reserve a spot for your loved one!

RSVP by Tuesday, December 10, 2019

Please Call or Email:
Kim Zdanowicz
440-333-5401
kim@thenormandy.com
22441 Lake Road, Rocky River, OH 44116
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by TAK SATO

Growing up in Japan, I 
helped out in my par-
ents’ sewing machine 

sales and repair shop when not 
in school. My wife also grew up 
helping her parents’ farming 
supply store in the Philippines. 
One common denominator of 
our childhood, we both saw our 
parents work hard to keep cus-
tomer “loyalty.” Those customers 
must’ve also expected something 

back for their loyalty as everyone 
knows it’s a two-way street.

Last week I helped a soon-
to-be-alumni from our seventh 
Discover Digital Literacy! class, a 
16-week program offered for free 
by our nonprofit to seniors 60 
years and older, get internet ser-
vice at her home. After all was said 
and done in under 30 minutes, we 
walked out with an installation 
date and a contract-free internet 
service of $45 per month which 
was $25 cheaper than what I was 

paying per month.
I wasn’t surprised that she 

got a better monthly rate for the 
same service from the same com-
pany. This reminded me of the 
importance to perform an invoice 
review every 12 months. Why? As 
technology continues to evolve, 
market prices for the monthly 
rates may also come down.

If you are a first-time sub-
scriber, whether in the fine print 
or explained outright at the time 
of getting service, that price may 
very well be an introductory price 
good for 12 months. To set your 
expectations for the second year 
pricing and avoid surprises, I rec-
ommend you ask to clarify with 
the internet service provider (ISP) 
if it is a limited-time rate and, if 
so, what the regular price is.

Subscribing to internet ser-
vice is akin to getting another 
public utility service line (gas, 
electric or water) coming into 
your home. The purpose of 
internet service is to get you on 
the internet, aka the cloud. Since 
all ISP offerings do just that, i.e. 
connect you to the internet, price 
becomes an important differen-
tiator. This assumes an apples-to-
apples comparison of your inter-
net connection speed, advertised 
as “megabits per second” (or 
“Mbps” for short), and pricing.

Although you may be able to 
shop around for your energy (gas 
and electric) supplier with the 
help of the resources available at 
the Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio website, at the moment 
you have to do your own research 

on price comparisons of ISPs in 
your area.

Whether you are a first-
time subscriber or just doing 
your 12 month invoice review, 
as an educated consumer one 
tip here is to get a free email 
address from services like 
Google’s Gmail.com, Micro-
soft’s Outlook.com, Yahoo.com, 
or AOL.com and use it as your 
primary email address instead 
of using the ISP-supplied email 
address for communication.

Why? Moving between inter-
net service providers will be less 
of a hassle if you don’t have to tell 
your family, friends and organiza-
tions you do business with that 
your email address is changing 
when you jump ship due to better 
price offering. 

The importance of an 
annual invoice review

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

by AMANDA SEBROSKY

If you have ever attended the Cleveland 
Metroparks North Chagrin Reservation 
event called “A Swift’s Night Out,” you 

would have been treated to a free show of 
breath-taking aerial acrobatics as chimney 
swifts caught bugs and prepared to enter their 
roost for a well deserved night’s rest.

Chimney swifts are unique birds. They 
cannot stand or perch but are uniquely adapt-
ed to grasping the inside of old hollow trees 
and masonry chimneys, which they adapted 
to using as settlers cut down the forests. Their 
Latin name is Chaetura pelagica, referring to 
a tail which has spiny ends. Their specialized 
toes and this pointy tail help them cling to 
vertical surfaces.

Chimney swifts are aerial insectivores, 
which means they catch all their food while 
in flight. They can eat one-third their body 
weight in mosquito-sized insects daily – more 
if they are feeding a nest of hungry hatchlings. 
Not only do these birds catch all food while 
flying, they do just about everything “on-the-
wing,” including bathing by skimming the 
surface of ponds or lakes.

In spring, chimney swifts return to the 
U.S. everywhere east of the Rocky Mountains. 

In the fall, they migrate 
several thousand miles 
back to South America 
having raised a clutch of 
3-5 babies if they were 
able to find a suitable 
nesting site.

Chimney swift habi-
tat continues to shrink 
as chimneys are capped, 
torn down or not built, 
and forests in the U.S. and 
South America shrink. 
Because of these factors, 
chimney swift popula-
tions have fallen rapidly, 
decreasing by over 50% 
since 1966, according to 
Audubon Society.

Humans can help 
give chimney swifts more 
places to nest and roost 
by building artificial chimneys called chimney 
swift towers. We can also help by uncapping 
masonry chimneys, cleaning creosote from 
chimneys yearly, capping metal chimneys (to 
protect swifts from slippery, dangerous sur-
faces). But, before you uncap your chimney, 
understand that young swifts can be VERY 
noisy when begging for food (what baby isn’t?) 
and swifts are protected by federal law under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act so it is illegal to 
remove or disturb chimney swifts, their nests, 
eggs or young during the breeding season.

Georgean and Paul Kyle, wildlife reha-
bilitation specialists living in Texas, have 
researched chimney swifts for nearly 30 years 
and have developed a relatively inexpensive 
tower that is accepted by chimney swifts for 

nesting and roosting. The towers are 8 to 12 
feet tall and need to be at least 10 feet from 
overhangs, giving the birds an adequate glide-
path to the tower as well as protection from 
squirrels and raccoons that may “drop in for a 
light meal.” They provide instructions for how 
to build towers in the book, “Chimney Swift 
Towers: New Habitat for America’s Mysterious 
Bird,” by Paul Kyle.

Here in Bay Village, a group of like-mind-
ed people are working to get towers installed 
in the parks and yards in Northeastern Ohio, 
starting in Bay Village. If you are interested in 
learning more, please email chimneyswift-
conservation@gmail.com or see our Face-
book group Northeast Ohio Chimney Swift 
Conservation. 

Chimney 
swifts: our 
aerial acrobats

NATURE & ENVIRONMENTCODE from front page    

One goal of this process is 
the creation of a “zoning over-
lay,” which is a set of building 
regulations that apply to com-
mercial (including retail and 
office) areas to provide cur-
rent and future commercial 
property owners with a clear 
understanding of our collective 
vision.

The zoning overlay will 
include guidelines for building 
design and placement to create 
a sense of place that comple-
ments the existing character of 
Bay Village.

The opportunity for new 
types of housing in the overlay 
area will give residents addi-
tional options when downsiz-
ing or looking for lower main-
tenance alternatives.

Another goal is to promote 
walking and biking in and 
around the commercial areas 
to make them more family-
friendly and increase the vital-
ity of the city center.

After the public and Plan-
ning Commission meetings, 
zoning overlay recommenda-
tions will be reviewed for adop-
tion by City Council. Use of the 
zoning overlay regulations 
would require a citywide vote 
of Bay Village residents. 

Chimney swifts are 
uniquely adapted to 
cling to vertical surfaces.

A chimney swift tower on 
Walker Road in Avon Lake.
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by KIM BONVISSUTO

Three Westlake City Schools’ staff mem-
bers were recognized with Staff Excellence 
awards at the Nov. 25 Board of Education 

meeting.
Laura Keane, an educational aide at West-

lake Elementary School, was recognized with an 
Excellence in Classified Service award. The West-
lake High School intervention specialist team of 
Rachael Kane and Katie McGlynn was recognized 

with an Excellence in Teaching award. This is the 
20th anniversary of the staff excellence awards.

Keane’s attitude and commitment to her work 
are described as “immeasurable” by her colleagues.

“Laura chooses to use positive words and 
helps students understand if they have made a 
mistake while maintaining the children’s integrity 
and sense of self-worth,” one colleague wrote in a 
nomination letter. “She goes above and beyond to 
take care of those around her.”

Another colleague wrote that Keane is a “great 
example of kindness, compassion and rule follow-
ing rolled into one.”

Nominations of Kane and McGlynn talked of 
their respect, compassion, kindness and concern 
for students.

The two are co-advisors for Project Support at 
the high school, a club that matches peers with stu-
dents with special needs to provide opportunities 
to be part of the school community. Club members 

attend football games, partici-
pate in the high school’s Hal-
loween Fun Night and bowling 
trips, and attend school plays 
and musicals.

“Students can feel a sense 
of accomplishment when they 
go to work or do classroom 
activities,” a nomination read. 
“They have pride in their 
finished work when they are 
done.”

Their names will be 
inscribed on a plaque that 
hangs at the Board of Educa-
tion office. Honorees must 
have worked in the district 
for at least four years and be 
nominated by at least two col-
leagues and endorsed by the 
individual’s supervisor. 

Meet with representatives from:  
• Enrollment Center
• Counseling
• Financial Aid
• Student Services 

Receive assistance:  
• Applying for financial aid 
• Taking Tri-C placement tests
• Completing the enrollment process
Be sure to bring your government-issued ID.

RSVP requested. To reserve your spot, visit
www.tri-c.edu/WestshoreEnrollmentExpress  

We look forward to helping you  
enroll at Tri-C, where futures begin!

For more information:
Robert Mattaline   
216-987-0211 | robert.mattaline@tri-c.edu

19-1385

 ENROLLMENT 

       EXPRESS
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) 

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019 | Come any time between 2-6 p.m.

Westshore  
Campus

SHCS Atrium

31001  
Clemens Road

Westlake, Ohio 
44145

 Sign up today! 
· Programs for 6th-12th graders

∙ No experience necessary

Sign up online:
clevelandfoundry.org

@Foundry216

Call us:
440.596.7069.
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3 Westlake Schools’ 
staffers recognized 
with awards

Katie McGlynn, Laura Keane and Rachael Kane received Staff 
Excellence awards for their dedication to students.

by MORGAN PASKERT 

Celebrate the magic of 
winter and the beauty 
of the universe! Join 

Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center for its annual Solstice 
with Santa on Friday, Dec. 13, 
at 6 p.m.

Take lantern hike through 
Huntington Reservation, 
create a craft to decorate your 
home, make a special treat for 
the wildlife in your backyard, 
encounter live animals and 

visit Schuele Planetarium to 
learn about the solstice. Enjoy 
hot cocoa near the cozy, crack-
ling fire and be sure to bring 
your cameras – Santa will 
make an appearance! Please 
dress for the weather. Dinner 
is provided.

Fee: $15/adults; $10/chil-
dren ages 2 and up; children 1 
and under are free (includes 
dinner). This event will sell 
out. Please register in advance 
online at www.lensc.org or by 
calling 440-871-2900. 

Solstice with Santa on Dec. 13

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

Rose Hill Museum in 
Bay Village’s Cahoon 
Memorial Park will host 

a holiday story time on Sun-
days, Dec. 8 and 15, at 3 p.m.

Readers will relate “A 
Cahoon Family Christmas,” a 
tale of how a young Cahoon 
daughter experienced the holi-
days with family and friends in 
the 1860s. The original story 
is written by Bay Village his-
torian Kay Laughlin, Observer 

columnist and co-author of 
the book, “Bay Village: A Way 
of Life.”

Light refreshments will be 
served. Christmas decorations 
can be seen throughout Rose 
Hill Museum. The Rose Hill gift 
shop will be open.

Museum hours are from 
2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Sundays 
and admission is free. Special 
group tours can be arranged 
by appointment by calling 440-
871-7338. Rose Hill Museum is 
at 27715 Lake Road. 

Rose Hill Museum hosts 
Christmas story time
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Worship together 
this holiday season

Bay Presbyterian Church
25415 Lake Road, Bay Village OH 44140

baypres.org || 440.871.3822

Join us at 9:00 or 11:00 am any Sunday
this December for Carols: Songs of Christmas

and
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

4:00 pm
Family service with sing-a-long carols

(childcare: birth to 30 months)

6:00 pm
Contemporary service with carols

and a contemporary band

8:00 pm
Classic service with carols, organ and brass

Details at www.baypres.org/events

Follow us on Instagram for  Countdown to Christmas,
a fun way to get the whole family in on celebrating the season

with meaning! Instagram: @baypres

St. Raphael Catholic Church 
525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village 

 
Christmas Mass Schedule 

 
   Christmas Eve: Christmas Day: 
     4:00 pm Church/PAC   8:00 am Church 
     8:00 pm Church 10:00 am Church 
   10:00 pm Church 12:00 pm Church 
 
                 440-871-1100 

Would like to your church to be listed in the Dec. 17 issue? Contact the Observer at 440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com

by BARBARA POWELL

Church of the Redeemer United Church of 
Christ continues its family-friendly holiday 
tradition with its annual Journey to Bethle-

hem, Friday and Saturday, Dec. 13 and 14, from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. each evening. The event takes place at 
Church of the Redeemer UCC, 23500 Center Ridge 
Road, Westlake.

After arriving at the census taker, visitors are 
led by guides through this live, interactive nativity, 
an indoor/outdoor experience complete with live 
animals and refreshments. Along the journey, partici-

pants will meet King Herod, angels, shepherds and 
the magi. The final destination is the manger.

“Journey to Bethlehem is an inspiring begin-
ning to the Christmas Season,” says Pastor R. Brooke 
Baker, Redeemer’s senior minister. “2019 marks the 
20th anniversary of our first Journey to Bethlehem. 
We are thrilled that we can offer this gift to the Greater 
Cleveland community.”

Church of the Redeemer United Church of Christ 
is a just peace, open and affirming congregation. 
All are welcome. For information about Journey to 
Bethlehem, contact the church at 440-331-0834 or 
online at www.corucc.org/journey-to-bethlehem. 

Usher in the Christmas season 
with a journey to Bethlehem
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Worship together 
this holiday season

Christmas Eve, Tues. Dec. 24
Candlelight Service 9:00 p.m.
Please join our Advent Family as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

3760 Dover Center Road, Westlake
www.adventwestlake.org • 440-871-6685

Advent Episcopal Church

Bay United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
A children’s Christmas pageant. 

7:00 and 11:00 p.m.
Hymns, Special Music, Christmas 

Meditation and Candlelighting
29931 Lake Road

440-871-2082 | www.bayumc.org

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2019 WBVO

Celebrate Christ’s birth at Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church 

Bethesda’s regular Sunday services are 8:30 and 
11 a.m., with Sunday School held at 9:45 a.m.  

BETHESDA ON THE BAY LUTHERAN CHURCH
28607 Wolf Road, Bay Village  • 440.871.2276  • www.bethesdaonthebay.org.

Children’s Christmas Program

11 a.m. | Sunday, Dec. 15
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

9 p.m. | Tuesday, Dec. 24
Family Christmas Eve Worship 

5 p.m. | Tuesday, Dec. 24 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

Chosen Too, Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 15 at 10:00 a.m.
Carols & Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Parkside Church of the Nazarene
23600 Hilliard Blvd., Westlake
(Corner of Clague & Hilliard)
www.parknaz.org

Celebrate
     the holidays 
     with us.

23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, uscwestlake.org

CHRISTMAS CANDLE 
  LIGHTING SERVICES

  Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
  7:00 p.m. 

  CHRISTMAS, Dec. 25
  10:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY - Dec. 29
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
Burning Bowl Service

Preparing for Christmas
Dec. 20, 6:30pm & 8pm - Live Nativity
         Experience the sights and sounds of  Christmas
Dec. 21, 4:30pm - Blue Christmas
         A time for contemplation and remembrance

Christmas Eve
1pm Traditional Candlelight with Special Music
4pm Family Service with Children’s Nativity & Candlelight
9pm Traditional Candlelight with Choir & Communion
           Live stream this service at westlakeumc.org

27650 Center Ridge Rd.
westlakeumc.og
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by RACHEL POLANIEC

December’s Magical His-
tory Tour is the iconic A Christ-
mas Story House & Museum, 
located less than 30 minutes east 
on I-90 in Cleveland’s Tremont 
neighborhood. The museum’s 
website, achristmasstoryhouse.
com, contains pertinent infor-
mation regarding building 
layout, parking, tour times and 
admission fees. 

“Oh my goodness, 
there it is!” Those 
six words must be 

uttered by anyone at all familiar 
with that classic holiday flick, 
“A Christmas Story,” as they 
turn from Clark Avenue onto 
Tremont’s West 11th Street and 
behold the yellow-with-green-
trim home of Ralphie Parker, 
his little brother Randy, his 
Mom, and his Old Man.

Based on Jean Shepherd’s 
stories about growing up in the 
1940s, “A Christmas Story” was 
brought to life by Bob Clark in 
1983. Out of some 20 Rust Belt 
cities scouted for filming loca-
tions, Cleveland was ultimately 
selected, primarily due to the 
cooperation of Pubic Square-
located Higbee’s Department 
Store (now the Jack Casino), 
which included keeping its 
Christmas decorations up 
through January and allowing 
construction of a 30-foot-high 
Santa Mountain.

While the exact story about 
how the house itself came to 
be selected as the Parker resi-
dence is unclear, the version 
presented on the tour involves 
members of the scouting crew 
wanting smokestacks to be vis-
ible from the Parkers’ backyard. 
Spying plumes of smoke in the 
distance, the scouts hopped 
in a cab, instructing the driver 
to head toward the source. Of 
course, they ended up getting 
lost, but just so happened to turn onto 
West 11th Street and the rest, as they say, 
is history. 

After filming wrapped, the owner 
of the home took his tidy payment of 
$20,000 and promptly began renovating 

the exterior of the house in an effort to 
avoid any publicity. The following years 
saw ownership changes and additional 
renovations until 2004, when the house 
went up for sale on eBay for $99,000. It 
would be purchased by a man who lived 

in California, and who couldn’t 

find Cleveland, Ohio, 
on a map. Despite this 
minor detail, when the 
sellers accepted Brian 
Jones’ offer of $150,000, 
he knew he had some-
thing special.
Growing up with “A 
Christmas Story” as 

part of his family’s Christmas 
traditions, Jones began making 
and selling replicas of the famous 
Leg Lamp in 2002. By 2003, his 
lamps had reached 2,000 online 
sales. Bolstered by this success 
and confident in the film’s popu-
lar appeal, Jones went about 
transforming the dilapidated old 
duplex on eBay into the warm 
family home on the big screen. 
Demolition began on Jan. 30, 
2006: The interior was stripped 
down to the studs and completely 
rebuilt, a new double-landing 
staircase was installed, and the 
contractor – armed with 12 
pages of film stills of the home’s 
interior – went about replicating 
each room to be as close to the 
original as possible. Additionally, 
the exterior was stripped of its 
many updates and returned to 
its former state.

Ten months and $240,000 
later, A Christmas Story House 
opened on Thanksgiving week-
end, with an estimated 4,300 fans 
touring the home. And oh, such 
a tour!

We began in the gift shop, 
from which the engaging and 
genuinely funny Ernie took the 
group across the street to the 

house, up the front stairs onto the porch 
and in through the front door. The excited 
gasps, oohs and aahs began immediately, 
and would continue for the tour’s dura-
tion. While some of the filming did take 
place on a soundstage in Canada (astute 
visitors will spot the slightly different 

layout), entering 
the house really is 
like stepping into 
the movie itself.

Once inside, 
Ernie gave a little 
spiel about the 
house’s history as 
a filming location 
and conversion 
into the museum 
we see today, 
then gave us the 
go ahead to “run 
wild” for the next 
15 minutes. As 
everything is a 
reproduction, we 

were free to sit on the sofa, crawl into the 
cupboard under the kitchen sink, hop 
in the large wooden crate labeled “Frag-
ile,” and even handle the “Major Award” 
gleaming in the window. Upstairs, we 
browsed through the toys and collec-
tions in Ralphie and Randy’s bedroom, 
decoded Little Orphan Annie’s message in 
the bathroom, and admired the articles in 
Mrs. Parker’s sewing room (the only part 
of the house that is roped off, being host 
to actual objects from the 1940s).

After our 15 minutes of fun, Ernie 
led everyone through the kitchen and out 
onto the back porch where Ralphie almost 
shot his eye out. From there we could 
take in the Parkers’ back yard, includ-
ing the original shed where Black Bart’s 
men were defeated by Old Blue. Heading 
back across the street, we finished our 
tour in the museum. Here the objects 
are original, and as such are displayed 
behind glass in typical museum fashion. 
Highlights include Randy’s snowsuit, toys 
from the Higbee’s display window, and the 
blackboard with “A+++” written by actress 
Tedde Moore (as teacher Miss Shields).

The museum’s self-described holy 
grail is an “official Red Ryder, carbine 
action, 200-shot, range model air rifle 
with a compass in the stock and this 
thing that tells time [a sundial],” one of six 
custom guns made by Daisy for the movie. 
Of the six, one is in the film archives, 
one belongs to actor Peter Billingsly (as 
Ralphie Parker), and the third went on 
display at the A Christmas Story House & 
Museum in 2015 (after being purchased 
from Prop Master, a collectables com-
pany, for $10,000). The other three are 
missing. Should you ever come across 
one, you’ll know it’s an original if it has 
the sundial, compass and a tassel, indi-
cating that it is for a left-handed person 
like Peter Billingsly. Hold on to it, they’re 
worth about $200,000 each.

More impressive than the valuation 
of its collections is the benefit brought 
by A Christmas Story House to the city of 
Cleveland and the community. Through 
the non-profit A Christmas Story House 
Foundation, the Neighborhood Res-
toration Project provides grants to the 
house’s neighbors for projects to fix up 
and improve their own houses. The foun-
dation’s largest fundraiser is the annual A 
Christmas Story Run, a 5K/10K starting in 
Public Square and ending at A Christmas 
Story House. This year’s run takes place 
at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 7; while it is 
probably too late to register, spectators 
are welcome.

This weekend, if you find yourself 
hankering for some early Christmas 
cheer, consider heading to A Christmas 
Story House, where Leg Lamps, Pink 
Bunny Pajamas, and bars of Lifebuoy soap 
abound. Oh Fudge! 

A Christmas Story House & Museum
MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

The “A Christmas Story” House. As it didn’t snow during the 
movie’s filming in Cleveland, artificial snow was created using 
shredded vinyl, firefighters foam and potato flakes.

The Leg Lamp: It’s a Major Award! This scene 
from the movie was shot in the house. As a 
general rule, if you can see outside in a scene 
it was filmed in the house, if you cannot, it 
was filmed on a soundstage. Randy’s snowsuit is displayed in the museum.

The Parkers’ living room, decorated for Christmas. In the 
window, the lamp blazes forth in unparalleled glory.

Ralphie and Randy’s bedroom, located in the front 
of the house. In the film, their bedroom is in the rear.

A recreation of the Parkers’ kitchen. Here the layout 
is reversed from the kitchen in the film.
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by JEFF BING 

Just as the NFL season was 
beginning, I joined a few of 
the Browns Facebook groups, 

because I thought we were in for 
a particularly fun season, and I 
wanted to share some of my high-
brow humor with fellow fans to, 
you know, promote my “brand.”

Man, could I have ever been 
this wrong before? (Before you 
even think about answering, my 
friend, be advised that this is a 
rhetorical question and, as such, 
means you may respectfully 
remain silent. Please.)

Anyway, the thing that really 
rots my socks is that Browns fans, 
bless ‘em, couldn’t leave well 
enough alone with the whole 
Myles Garrett fiasco. They should 
have accepted that fact that he was 
an idiot who did an idiotic thing – 
no, what he did was beyond idiotic 
– and let him serve his suspension 
for the rest of this year and hope 
he’d keep his nose clean and be 
reinstated for the 2020 season. 
That goes for Myles Garrett, too.

I should probably state, for 
the record, that my opinion of 
Myles Garrett as the No. 1 pick of 
the entire NFL draft a few years ago 

has not been overly enthusiastic.
To me, the No. 1 pick is a 

game-changing, impact player 
who is in or around virtually every 
defensive play for your team. He’s 
a guy that is so good he gives the 
opposing team’s offensive coach 
nightmares about how to control a 
player of his caliber. A great player 
day in and day out, who makes 
those around him perform better 
and elevate their game.

Simply stated, Myles Garrett 
has never been that player. Good 
to very good (at times), but not 
great. Sorry. He’s just not. And I’ll 
add that Garrett’s claim that QB 
Mason Rudolph used a racial slur 
made Myles look even worse – 
not better. For one thing, a racial 
slur would never justify Garrett’s 
behavior. Secondly, the majority 
of Rudolph’s teammates are Afri-
can-American, so the likelihood 
of Rudolph using a racial slur in 
the heat of battle would ultimately 
be self-defeating as his standing 
among his teammates would 
suffer. Makes no sense.

So, the level of outrage which 
accompanied his suspension, 
along with the denial of his sub-
sequent appeal, had me virtu-
ally laughing – especially at all the 

deep thinkers on Facebook who 
accused the NFL of “having it in” 
for the Browns and/or Garrett. 
Supposedly a group of Browns 
fans were going to buy Garrett 
jerseys and rent a bus and all ride 
into Pittsburgh wearing those jer-
seys. And you thought Custer had 
it rough? I mean, at least George 
could plead ignorance.

I laughed primarily because 
of this: If the tables had been 
reversed, and one of the Steelers’ 
defensive lineman had ripped off 
Baker Mayfield’s helmet and tried 
to do an imitation of a windmill 
on Baker’s head, what do you sup-
pose the reaction here would have 
been? I’m guessing there would 
be rallies to form a movement to 
have Pennsylvania tossed out of 
the U.S. (following the Steelers, 
Pittsburgh, and surrounding sub-
urbs, in that order).

Facebook doesn’t put any 
restrictions – at least, not that I 
can tell – on language, common 
sense, or plain old bad manners. 
Didn’t know that when I signed up. 
I mean, I’m no saint, but c’mon 
guys, that verbal mis-behavior has 
to get old at some point, doesn’t it? 
You need to understand that that 
free speech thing can work against 
you too, folks.

Be sure to let me know how 
that onslaught of Myles Garrett 
jerseys at the Pittsburgh game 
worked out, too. I’m sure you’d 
have made General Custer very 
proud. 

Get a free pie on us!

When: December 19 from 
2:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Are You or a Loved One Ready for Assisted 
Living at its Finest?

Lakeside Assisted Living Facility is a brand new, 
state-of-the-art center with luxurious amenities under 
the compassionate care of a medical director and 
experienced staff.

We Only Have Pies for You!

2nd annual

RSVP by calling 440-333-5401 ext. 4, and we’ll have your choice 
of apple, cherry, or pumpkin pie ready and waiting as a thank you from us 

for visiting, just in time for the holidays!

thenormandy.com  •  22441 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116  •  info@thenormandy.com

The worst in us usually 
brings out the worst of us

SPORTING VIEWS

by LYSA STANTON

The  holiday shopping 
season has begun! 
Often, consumers are 

asked to shop locally during 
this time of year; what is 
more local than your West-
lake Historical Society?

The historical society 
has a number of items 
that are fun, interesting 
and celebrate Westlake’s 
proud history. There are 
several choices that cover 
everything from historical 
coloring books, to sev-
eral Cat’s Meow replicas of 
local buildings such as the 
Clague House Museum, 
Lilly Weston House, and 
the vintage fire truck (circa 
1937). 

The society also has a 
very limited edition Christ-
mas tree ornament that 
features an image of the 
Clague House Museum. 
In addition to ornaments, 
note cards, dolls and 
jewelry, we also offer a 
unique print (signed and 
numbered) of the historic 

Clague House that is suit-
able for framing.

We trust you will find 
all of our items to be rea-
sonably priced for your 
holiday gift giving. Gift 
wrapping and delivery (in 
time for Christmas) is also 
available. Memberships to 
the historical society also 
make wonderful gifts.

Each year our team of 
elves assemble to cut your 
holiday stress by wrapping 
your gifts. Please call us for 
more details on how we 
can help you get your gifts 
wrapped, ready and under 
the tree by Dec. 23.

Our Sensory Santa will 
also visit the Clague House 
this season. Please call Lysa 
at the Clague Museum for 
details.

Also, please don’t forget 
that “Pet Photos with Santa” 
are happening on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4, 6-9 p.m., and Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, noon-5:30 p.m.

For more information, 
please contact the society 
at westlakehistory@yahoo.
com or call 216-848-0680. 

Westlake themed items 
make your holiday bright

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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PLAN NOW TO ADVERTISE 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Holiday Gifts  Events&

Contact us at 440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com for special holiday rates.

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2019 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

Tired of Paying Retail 
for Custom Framing?

SKYSHORE CUSTOM FRAMING 
Westlake • Pick-up & Delivery • 18 Years Experience
Call or Text Lysa at 440-610-2728

Tired of Paying Retail 
Custom Framing  Prices?? 

Skyshore    
Custom Framing 

Westlake, Ohio 
Pick up and Delivery Available 

18 Years of Experience 
Call or text  440-610-2728 

Santa is coming to the 

Village Barber Shop 
620 Dover Center Rd. 

Saturday, Dec. 21, 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Free candy canes!

Take a photo with Santa
Jim Sgro’s Village Barber 

440-871-0899 

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2019 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
Unauthorized copying, reproduction or alteration prohibited.

OPEN on WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Refurbished bikes at reasonable prices 
Community House 

303 Cahoon Road, Bay Village 
www.villagebicycle.org

 COOPERATIVE

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Nov. 22 issue 11.22

 

BAYarts 
 HOLIDAY 
SHOP

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

www.bayarts.net

 

The Gift
of Art

BAYarts Gift Certificates for shop, gallery or classes. 

Dec. 17 issue 11.24

 

BAYarts 
 

HOLIDAY 
SHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Dec. 3 issue 11.23

Open 7 days a week

www.bayarts.net
TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 12

OPEN HOUSE
& FOOD MART
Nov. 23

www.bayarts.net

Open 7 days a week

TRUNK SHOW
Dec. 12

KID’S SHOPPING DAY 
& MOVIE
Dec. 15

Open 7 days a week

Nov. 4
OPEN HOUSE

You Too Can Help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE opportunity to reach customers on 
a POSITIVE level as an advertising partner. Call us today for great rates 

at 440-409-0114 or email staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers who keep us humming along! The Observer is 
offered free to the community thanks to the civic-minded businesses 

and organizations that support the project through advertising. 

A Very ME RRY DECEM BER
AT THE NORMANDY!

We have a full calendar of incredible holiday events all free 
and open to the community! Join us at the Breakwater Apartments 

(22701 Lake Road, Rocky River) in the Avalon Dining Room 
for holiday cookies, coee, hot chocolate and some festive 

musical cheer.
 

Monday, December 2, 2019 – 7:00-8:00pm 
Rocky River Community Chorus

Monday, December 9, 2019 – 7:00-8:00pm
Fairview Park Community Chorus

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 – 7:00-8:00pm
Bay Village Community Band

Thursday, December 12, 2019 4:00-5:00pm
Arts Connect featuring Kimia Ghaderi, 

Violinist and Andrew Focks, Pianist
 Please RSVP to Kim Zdanowicz – 440-333-5401 option 3
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Part one of a two-part series.

Margaret Manor Butler wrote 
“Romance in Lakewood 
Streets,” published by the 

Lakewood Historical Society in 1962. In 
the book she states that Detroit (Detroit 
Avenue in Lakewood, Detroit Road in 
Westlake) “was the original Indian path 
heading to the city of Detroit, an impor-
tant settlement of the French during the 
French and Indian War.”

As for Hilliard (Hilliard Road in Lake-
wood, Hilliard Boulevard in Westlake) she 
states: “New York lost a keen teacher but 
Cleveland gained an enterprising business 
executive when Richard Hilliard came to 
the Western Reserve in 1820. Starting in 
the wholesale dry goods and grocery busi-
ness, he expanded his interests to land 
speculation. Among his purchases was 
one hundred acres in the vicinity of Hill-
iard Road at Madison [Road]. Although 
we have no record of his having lived in 
Lakewood, the street was named in his 
honor. He became one of Cleveland’s most 
outstanding citizens, serving as Mayor of 
the Village in 1830, and as an organizer or 
trustee in many civic ventures. He built a 
mansion on the present site of Cleveland 
Public Auditorium, where he resided until 
his death in 1856.”

Butler also describes many of the 
short streets in Lakewood as named by 
real estate developers or owners of the 
land who wished to honor relative or 
friends. Whenever I drive by Jackie and 
Kimberly lanes off Westwood in Westlake 
I imagine two 50-year-old women who 
probably still love their father.

Detroit Road was also once known as 
North Ridge Road in Dover because it is 
the northernmost ancient beach ridge in 
the area. By the 1930s Hilliard Boulevard 
was extended west from Columbia Road 

to the Lorain County line. By 
1943 the section east from 
Columbia Road to Rocky 
River was completed.

Center Ridge Road was 
once known as Middle Ridge 
because it runs northeasterly 
and southwesterly between 
the northerly ridge and the 
southerly ridge. The southerly 
ridge is capped by Butternut 
Ridge Road in North Olmsted. 
Dover Center Road is thus 
named because it passed 
through the center settlement 
in Dover Township, called 
Dover Center, at Dover Center 
Road and Center Ridge Road.

Westwood starts at West 
208th Street in what is now 
Fairview Park and extends westward, 
presumably to the “west woods” in Dover 
Township.

As per the book “Bay Village: A Way 
of Life” by Kay Laughlin, Bradley Road is 
named for Dr. Jason Bradley, who “bought 
the northwest corner of North Ridge 
(Detroit Road) and the road which was 
eventually to bear his name.” Bradley, a 
longtime physician in Dover Township, 
purchased some of the land on what 
is now Bradley Road from Barnabas 
Hall in 1850.

Clague Road is named for Robert 
and Margaret Clague, early Dover 
residents whose descendants donated 
the family homestead to create Clague 
Park in Westlake. Cahoon Road is 
named for the Cahoon family who did 
the same in Bay Village. Bassett Road is 
named for Nathan and Martha Bassett, 
early settlers of what is now Bay Village. 
The section of Bassett Road between 
Detroit Road and Dover Center Road 
was once known as Dutch Road for 
the German (Deutsch) farmers who 
settled along it and later Elbow Road 

because of the right 
angle turn that it makes where St. Ladislas 
Church is now located.

Clemens Road is named for Eli Clem-
ens who once owned most of the land on 
either side of Cahoon Road from Detroit 
Road to the railroad tracks. Schwartz Road 
is named for the Schwartz family of Dover 
and Avon; a circa 1873 Schwartz home still 
stands at 3509 Bradley Road. Columbia 
Road, once known as Hall Road, was re-

named for continuity along this state route 
from Bay Village to Columbia Station.

Crocker Road is named for the Crock-
er family who owned land now traversed 
by it. Porter Road is named for the same 
family that gave Porter library its name. 
Rose, Smith and Hawkins roads are also 
named for the families who once owned 
land where these streets are now located. 
For more photos, visit wbvobserver.com. 

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY
Ad artwork ©2019 Westlake | Bay Village Observer, all rights reserved. 
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FOR SALE
2004 Buick 

Lesabre Custom
127k. Glacier blue metallic. 
My father in law’s Buick. 
Well kept with records. 

$1,995 or make offer. 
216-403-8406.

I would like to comment on the 
article published in the Nov. 19 issue 
regarding dog bites in Westlake. I believe 
statements made in the article need 
clarification.

As mentioned in the article, my 
golden retriever, Chelsea, was involved 
in an unprovoked attack by two dogs 
on Sept. 11, as I was walking her in my 
neighborhood. The attack involved 
multiple puncture wounds to her neck 
and hip. Prior to this incident, at least 
two people were bit by one of the dogs 
(Lester) and several neighbors have 
reported seeing both dogs leaving their 
property and even chasing children 
riding their bikes on the road. 

Lester was designated dangerous 
by the courts on May 13, after biting a 
neighbor talking a walk on the sidewalk. 

The attack of my dog was completely 
preventable if the dog owners practiced 
responsible pet ownership and com-
plied with the provisions of the Ohio 
dangerous dog laws (as referenced in 
the article).

Our family has never discriminated 
against any particular dog breed nor 
engaged in any discussions regarding 
breed-specific laws. We are concerned 
about the lack of enforcement by the city 
and county animal control of the current 
dangerous dog statute. Also, the charges 
against the owners of the dogs were not 
“harboring a dangerous dog” as men-
tioned in the article but involved not 
keeping a dog under reasonable control 
and not abiding by dangerous dog provi-
sions. These charges were filed by the 
city (not my family) and I was called as a 
witness only after my dog was attacked.

I will continue to support enforcing 
laws regarding responsible pet owner-
ship and compliance with already exist-
ing laws to ensure the future safety of our 
community.

– Michele Geraci Rambasek, Westlake

Dangerous dog laws 
must be enforced 
and followed

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

by TARA MCGUINNESS

CHILDREN
Storytimes will be on hiatus for the 
month of December. We will have a daily 
make-and-take craft in the children’s 
area through Dec. 20.

Friday, Dec. 6 (10 a.m.) Touch a Toy – 
Ages 2-5 with caregiver: Come to meet 
friends and play with toys from the Toy 
Library. Take home a new favorite and 
learn how to look online to request more.

Monday, Dec. 9 (7 p.m.) STEAM On: LED 
Ornaments – Grades 3/4: Join us for a 
hands-on STEAM program. Make a sea-
sonal light-up ornament. Registration 
required.

Saturday, Dec. 14 (10 a.m.) Preschool 
STEAM – Join us for stories and a 
hands-on STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, mathematics) activity. 
Registration required.

TEEN
Wednesdays, Dec. 4, 11 and 18 (3-4 p.m.) 
Teen Zone – Grades 5 & up: Hang out 
with something fun to do after school 
– gaming, art, movies, technology and 

more! Parents/guardians must complete 
a Release and Hold Harmless form.

Thursday, Dec. 5 (3 p.m.) Write On – 
Grades 5-8: Join us for fun, quirky and 
challenging writing exercises and activi-
ties to get your creativity flowing.

ADULT
Friday, Dec. 6 (10 a.m.) BAYarts Book 
Discussion – Join friends, neighbors 
and library staff for a monthly book 
discussion on the BAYarts campus. This 
month’s book, “Ask Again, Yes” by Mary 
Beth Keane, is available at the library and 
BAYarts.

Tuesday, Dec. 10 (6 p.m.) Library For All: 
Adapted Adult Programs – Join us for 
fun, adapted programs featuring stories, 
art, music and more, specifically designed 
for adults with developmental disabili-
ties and their caregivers. Adults (18+) of 
all abilities are welcome. Registration is 
required.

Please register online at cuyahogali-
brary.org, call us at 440-871-6392, or 
stop by the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
and register with a librarian. 

Bay Village Branch Library 
Upcoming Programs  

History of street names 
in Westlake, Part 1

DIGGING DOVER

The Schwartz House, circa 1873, at 3509 Bradley Road.

The “Original Porter House,” circa 1833 at 4277 Porter Road 
in North Olmsted. Relatives of Leonard Porter, founder of 
Westlake Porter Public Library lived here. This portion of 
North Olmsted was once part of Dover Township.

Maple Ridge Cemetery on 
Columbia Road in Westlake 
originally started as the 
Hall family cemetery and 
Columbia Road was known 
as Hall Road in Dover.
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Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Holiday Gift Certificates Available
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Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Let’s Decorate Your 
New Home Together!

Moving can be an exciting time, especially when picking out 
new furniture.

Take a tour of any of the O’Neill Healthcare facilities and place 
a deposit by December 31, 2019 and we will give you $1,000 gift 

card to shop at a local furniture store*.
*Some restrictions apply. Effective 9-1-19 to 12-31-19. 

Skilled Nursing • Assisted Living
Independent Living • Rehabilitative Therapies 

Memory Support • Hospice Care • Dialysis

For more details and to schedule 
a personal tour, please contact us 

at (440) 808-5500.

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

Thursday, Dec. 5, 6-8 p.m.
INVISIBLE SIDE OF CANCER
For those who have completed treatment and 
their support network to openly discuss what life 
is really like when treatment is done. Advance 
registration required: 216-595-9546
The Gathering Place, 25425 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Thursdays, Dec. 5 and 19, 7-8:45 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Improve your speaking and leadership skills in a 
fun, supportive environment. Meetings are on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Sunday, Dec. 8, 7:30-8:45 p.m.
CAROLS & CHORUSES OF CHRISTMAS
Join the West Shore Chorale for choral and 
orchestral music featuring student singers from 
Bella Musica, part of the Oberlin Choristers. Enjoy 
holiday classics and carol singing with the audience. 
Reception to follow. Tickets $15, students of all 
ages free. Purchase tickets at the door, online at 
westshorechorale.org or by phone at 216-373-7773.
Magnificat Center for the Performing Arts, 
20770 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Tuesday, Dec. 10, 6:30-8 p.m.
DECLUTTER YOUR LIFE FOR THOSE COPING 
WITH CANCER
Learn "less is best" by decluttering your life; 
focusing your mind and creating an inspirational 
space. Advance registration required: 216-595-9546.
The Gathering Place, 25425 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
TECH Q&A
NEOPC (Northeast Ohio Personal Computers) 
will provide answers to your current technology 
questions. Coffee and cookies at 6:30; meeting 
begins at 7:00 p.m. Free and open to all. For more 
information, go to neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 11, 7-8 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY BAND
Join us at the Breakwater Apartments at the 
Normandy for a free evening of holiday music 
presented by the Bay Village Community Band. 
Christmas cookies, coffee and hot cocoa will be 
served. RSVP to Kim Zdanowicz at 440-333-5401, 
option 3.
The Normandy, 22701 Lake Rd., Rocky River

Thursday, Dec. 12, 6-9 p.m.
HOLIDAY TRUNK SHOW
BAYarts brings together several of your favorite 
local vendors for a night of shopping, cocktails 
and friends. Our featured artists will bring a special 
selection of their goods to this event. 
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Thursday, Dec. 12, 6:45-8 p.m.
WORD WARRIORS TOASTMASTERS
Learn to become a more confident speaker, 
communicator and leader. Guests are always 
welcome! Contact Kitty Brandal at kittybrandal@
gmail.com for more information.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Fridays, Dec. 13 and 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
HOLIDAY PARTY FOR LOVED ONES
Caring for a loved one during the holidays? Your 
loved one is invited to attend an all-day holiday 
event. We will provide music, lunch, crafts, cookie 
decorating and more while you prepare for your 
holiday. The event is free; space is limited. RSVP 
by Dec. 10 to Kim Zdanowicz at 440-333-5401 or 
kim@thenormandy.com.
The Normandy, 22441 Lake Rd., Rocky River

Saturday, Dec. 14, noon
BLUE STAR MOTHERS WREATH PLACEMENTS
Blue Star Mothers OH Chapter 26 will participate 
with Wreaths Across America to place sponsored 
wreaths made of fresh Maine balsam at a veteran’s 
final resting place honoring their service. To 
sponsor wreaths, visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org. Under the “sponsor wreaths” red block, click on 
"Local Fundraising Group.” Enter group ID"OH0179" 
which will link to our chapter. Volunteers are also 
needed for this event and can register through the 
website above.
Sunset Memorial Park, 6265 Columbia Rd., North 
Olmsted

Sunday, Dec. 15, 1-5 p.m.
KIDS SHOPPING AFTERNOON & PAJAMA 
PARTY MOVIE
Bring your little ones in to pick out special gifts for 
the family with the help of our personal shoppers! 
Enjoy family shopping in the BAYarts holiday shop 
then get cozy by the fire in the Hearth Room for 
a movie ("The Polar Express"), hot chocolate and 
other treats. Blankie or sleeping bag and pillow 
encouraged. Free admission!
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.


